
About this meeting 

Post-truth is defined as follows in the Oxford Dictionary: Relating to or denoting 
circumstances in which objective facts are less influential in shaping public opinion than 
appeals to emotion and personal belief. John Gray, writing in the Guardian in May 
2017, looked back on events of the previous year, and wrote: “Duped by 
demagogues deploying new information technologies, voters disregarded 
argument and evidence in favour of manipulated emotion and fake news. The 
idea of truth was lost in a morass of relativism, and the politicians who 
controlled government for decades were abruptly dislodged from power”.  
This question is not merely academic but intensely practical for those who 
follow the teachings of Jesus, the one who claimed to be “the way, the truth 
and the life”. Jesus also promised his followers: “You will know the truth, and 
the truth will set you free”. But Jesus also commanded his disciples: “Love one 
another as I have loved you”. What did Jesus mean by that love, and how is 
our ability to love contingent on our view of truth? These are important 
questions that need to be considered carefully by all those who are interested 
in, and concerned with, education in schools. This conference will look at 
questions of truth and love as they affect schools today. In addition to an 
examination of the historical and philosophical origins of post-truth, there will 
be consideration of issues which are related, current and controversial such as 
transgender, marriage and the sanctity of human life. 

There will be opportunities to put questions to the speakers, as well as to meet 
with others of like mind over lunch and tea.  Please come if you are a Head, 
Governor, Teacher, Chaplain, Parent, or if you are just interested to know 
more about education from a Christian perspective. The cost for the day is 
£80 per head, with a special rate of £50 per head applying for third and 
subsequent delegates from the same school. 
We strongly recommend that schools should fund attendance from  
in-service training budgets. 

 
About TISCA 

TISCA was formed in 1995. It is a Regd. Charity (No. 1047025). 
It exists to help independent schools, and those who teach in them, to promote Christian values and 
practices in education.  
TISCA seeks to relate and apply Christian principles to the way schools are run in areas such as 
curriculum, staffing, management and discipline. 
TISCA publishes a newsletter three times a year entitled TISCA News and Views. This is mailed or sent 
electronically to TISCA members. 
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The meeting is for all those who are interested in exploring: 

• What is meant by post-truth, where the term originated and 
how it is affecting all areas of life and thought, including the 
world of education. 

• How the ideals of truth and love, which were central to the 
teaching of Jesus, can have relevance in today’s world for 
teachers, students and others in schools. 

 



Notes on the speakers: 
 

Michael John Hastings, Baron Hastings of Scarisbrick CBE is 
Global Head of Corporate Citizenship at KPMG. He was 
previously the BBC’s Head of Public Affairs and then the first 
Head of Corporate Responsibility (2003-2006). He is the 
Chancellor of Regent’s University London. He started his career as 
a teacher in Uxbridge, and now sits as a Crossbencher in the 
House of Lords. 

Mari Ovsepyan is a Fellow at the Oxford Centre for Christian 
Apologetics, speaking and writing for RZIM, and sharing in its 
vision of helping the thinker believe and the believer think. Before coming 
to Oxford to pursue a graduate degree in Science and Religion, 
Mari did her graduate studies in cognitive science and 
psycholinguistics in the US as a Fulbright Scholar. She also holds 
degrees in Linguistics and Teaching earned in Russia.   

Harry Farley was educated at Monkton Combe, where he was 
President of the Christian Union, and Manchester University, where 
he won a first class degree in Theology and captained the University 
Sailing Team. He was a GAP Teacher at Dulwich Prep School and 
spent a year as Parliamentary Assistant to John Glen MP. Since 2015 
he has been News Editor at Christian Today. He has also written for 
The Independent and the Daily Telegraph, and has contributed to 
the Sunday programme on BBC Radio 4. 

Rev. Nick Seward was born in Zambia, lived in Papua New 
Guinea and went to school at Millfield. He read Engineering at 
Imperial College, London, and then took an MA in Theology at 
Durham, where his thesis was on C.S. Lewis. He was Housemaster 
and Chaplain for six years at Magdalen College School, Oxford, and 
has been Headmaster of Kingham Hill School since 2008.  

 

Directions for reaching The Royal Over-seas League  

  

From Green Park Station, take exit marked Buckingham Palace, walk east along 
Piccadilly (south side) past the Ritz Hotel and turn right onto Arlington Street. At the 
end of Arlington Street there are some steps (not easy to see); go down these steps 
and turn right to the front entrance (approx. 5 minutes). 

 
 

BOOKING FORM 
 

Please reserve___ places for the TISCA Main Meeting 
at Royal Over-Seas League on Tuesday 12 June 2018 

 
 

Name(s) (to appear on badge)_______________________________ 
 
School (if any)______________________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
e-mail______________________________________________________ 
 
phone__________________________ 
 
any special dietary requirements__________________________ 
 
I enclose a cheque in the amount of 
 £________ payable to TISCA (£80 per head) 
 
 
Please return this booking form, along with payment, as soon as possible to: 
 

The General Secretary, TISCA, 
Box 4462, Leamington Spa CV31 9EG 
 
 
tisca@btinternet.com  01926-315367 www.tisca.org.uk   

 


